
FORWARD 
 

Too many jazz students fall into the same trap of seeking early gratification in their jazz playing. 

What I mean by this is that to stay ahead of peers, or to try and feel that they are soloing, or for 

whatever other reasons, many students will fall for “party tricks” in their playing. These can be the 

use of range, fast notes, or “space” (alla Miles Davis), before they are ready. The end result is            

ineffective solos from the listeners’ perspective, and a limited advancement in their playing. 

 

“The Fundamentals” (Medium Level), as the name suggests, aims to provide a solid grounding for 

the student. It is expected, however, that the student already has a sound knowledge of basic jazz 

chords and traditional scales.   

This publication will not make you into a soloist! (No book can). But it is an effective resource to help 

you along your journey. There are elements of jazz playing that can be taught, and others than 

cannot. The latter is achieved through listening, and playing (at your level and not trying to do too 

much). In this book you will be assisted in your development by: 

- Gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation of fundamental chord progressions. 

- Learning some clichéd jazz lines over these chord progressions to start building a “vocab” of 

jazz lines. 

- Strengthening your instinctive playing knowledge of these chords and patterns. 

 

There is a lot of material in this book. Don’t try and learn it all at once. Take a few elements from one 
unit, learn them, and then move to another unit. Then come back and learn some more from 
previous units. 
 
Good luck, and keep an eye on pigletmusic.com for upcoming publications to help you on your 
journey. 
 
 
 

© 2016 by Piglet Music 
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