Dear Director,

Thanks for taking a moment to have a look at some samples from “Big Band Warm Up
Scales”.

Included in the sample are score & parts to scales 1a & 4, complete trumpet part (so that
you can see some of the other patterns), and mp3 audio sample.

What I’d like to highlight firstly is that
- The scales are in unison for all horns, so it doesn’t matter what size ensemble you
are directing for them to be of benefit.
- All patterns are accompanied by chord progressions in the rhythm section. (notated
and chord symbols).
- They are progressively more difficult throughout the book of nine patterns, and
cover major and minor scales, varying rhythms, etc.

Directing big bands (especially school bands) is usually a huge race against time. As a result,
rehearsals are often focussed almost exclusively on getting pieces learnt. | feel that some of
the important fundamentals are neglected in this race against time including warm up,
intonation, basic ensemble awareness etc.

When | became involved with school bands again a couple of years back | was faced with
this but didn’t have a strategy in place. Therefore, | came up with this book of scale patterns
designed to literally be a 5 minutes start to the rehearsal. It not only gives the players a
short warm up, but also gives their ears an opportunity to develop intonation and ensemble
awareness as everyone is playing in unison.

Really, just print a pattern or two and have it in the front of their packs. Once it’s there the
hard work is done.

So please, try out one or both of these examples from the book. (They’re both on the easier
level). I've included also an mp3 audio of a few of the samples.

If you find them beneficial you can purchase the book of nine scales for US$18 (About
AUS24). You can purchase them via pigletmusic.com, or if in Australia feel free to contact
me if you’d like to deal direct and | can organise printing for a small fee if you prefer.

Please feel free to contact me with any comments or questions at pigletnotes@gmail.com.
Regards

Rob Booth
(Piglet Music)
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